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Thematic Essay on Chapters 1-3

The unifying theme of the first three chapters is the use of America as an outlet for a society dominated by people’s greed.

I. The Spanish Acquisition of American Lands was fueled completely by the selfish search for riches.

A. The Spanish Needlessly killed millions of Indians

1. Cortez and Pizarro each took over Mexico and Peru.

2. In two years Columbus caused the deaths of 250000 Indians in Haiti.

3. The Indian population in Mexico went from 25 million to less than one million.

B. The only thing that they wanted was gold.

1. They put Indians into mines and used them as slaves to get it.

2. If the Indians couldn’t meet the quota, they were killed.

II. The only real interest that England had in America was to find a way to make a profit from it.

A. When they discovered that American gold was actually just fool’s gold, the Europeans lost a lot of interest.

B. The only really practical use for America was as a pirate base to attack Spanish ships.

C. The English Government really only became interested in America when they discovered that it was great for growing tobacco.

D. When the merchants in America started making real big profits, the English greedily passed the Navigation Acts, so they could take some of that money for themselves.

III. The Europeans used America as their own personal religious propaganda medium.

A. The only other reason that the Spanish went to America was to convert all of the Indians to Catholicism.

B. The Puritans in Massachusetts were just as unreasonable to people as the Church of England was to them. 

Ex. They banished Anne Hutchinson and Roger Williams simply because they had different views than they did.

C. People like George Whitfield lead the great awakening; they tried to convert people to the way they think, just because they think they’re better.

IV.
The way that the earlier Americans lived was inherently avaricious, and based solely on procuring wealth.

A. Merchants in New England consciously broke the Navigation Acts just to get even more money than they needed.


B. Farmers would cut down huge amounts of forests every year to make room for more and more tobacco plants.

C. The settlers pushed all of the Indians out of the way as they moved farther inland, without even considering giving them compensation.

D. Wealthy Plantation owners used slaves instead of servants because even though it was sick and sadistic, it gave them more profit.

E. People disliked English rule simply because they lost money paying taxes. 

